). The latter have been attributed to ectopie synthesis of calcitriol by immune cells associ¬ ated with sarcoidosis, such as alveolar macrophages (Adams, Sharma, Gacad & Singer, 1983) . In contrast to endocrine synthesis ofcalcitriol (in the kidney), produc¬ tion ofthe hormone by sarcoid macrophages appears to be insensitive to feedback control by calcitriol itself, as well as other regulators such as calcium and parathyroid hormone (Reichel, Koeffler & Norman, 1990 (Stroder & Kasal, 1970) . However, its close association with immune disorders and potential therapeutic applications have made a particularly exciting contribution to these studies.
